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              by Susan P. Dalessandro, Lisa C. Anthony, and Lynda M. Reese
      



    Executive Summary

              The purpose of this report is to provide summary information about Law School Admission Test (LSAT) performance, including performance classified by country, region of the United States, gender only, race/ethnicity only, and both gender and race/ethnicity. Information regarding LSAT performance is summarized for the 2007–2008 through 2013–2014 testing years and compiled into a single report, enabling trends with regard to the performance and representation of various subgroups to be tracked and monitored. The primary results observed for the time period covered by this report are summarized below.


In evaluating these results, the reader should bear in mind that the test takers who contributed to the various regional, gender, and racial/ethnic statistics were self-selected. That is, these test takers chose to take the LSAT themselves; they were not randomly chosen to be assessed. Also, test takers voluntarily self-reported their gender and race/ethnicity. That is, individuals chose whether or not to respond to these classification questions and decided how they would respond (especially with regard to race/ethnicity). As a result, differences in LSAT performance across regional, gender, or racial/ethnic subgroups cannot be attributed to those subgroups in general, but merely to representatives of those subgroups who chose to take the LSAT and identified themselves as belonging to those subgroups.


General Trends Regarding the LSAT


	There was an upward trend in test-administered volume from the 2007–2008 through the 2009–2010 testing years. Since 2009–2010, however, volumes have decreased, with the 2013–2014 test-administered volume decreasing 38.5% from the 2009–2010 volume. A similar trend was observed for test-taker volumes, showing an increase from 2007–2008 through 2009–2010. The test-taker volume has since decreased for the 2010–2011 through 2013–2014 testing years.
	The overall distribution of LSAT scores remained fairly constant.
	The largest numbers of test takers took the LSAT at the September/October and December administrations.
	Average LSAT scores were slightly higher for test takers who tested at the June and September/October administrations and slightly lower for test takers who tested at the December and February administrations.

Trends Regarding Canada and Foreign Countries


	Approximately 8.0% of test takers took the LSAT in Canada.
	Approximately 3.0% of test takers took the LSAT in a foreign country. (For the purpose of this report, a foreign country is defined as any country outside of Canada and the United States.)
	Canadian and foreign test takers had slightly higher mean LSAT scores than test takers from the United States.

Trends Regarding the United States


	The percentage of test takers who took the LSAT in each region of the United States remained fairly constant across the 7 testing years. The highest percentage of test takers tested in the Northeast region for all testing years covered in this report. The smallest percentage tested in the Northwest region for all testing years.
	The performance of test takers from the various regions remained fairly constant across the 7 testing years. Test takers in the New England region scored the highest for all testing years covered in this report. Test takers in the Southeast and South Central regions scored the lowest on average.

Trends Regarding Gender


	There were almost equal numbers of male test takers and female test takers in 2007–2008. For the next 4 testing years, 2008–2009 through 2011–2012, there were slightly more male test takers than female test takers. In 2012–2013 and 2013–2014, there were slightly more female test takers than male test takers.
	Male test takers consistently scored slightly higher than female test takers.
	The percentage of test takers not indicating their gender (i.e., the Gender No Response subgroup) fluctuated between 0.04% and 0.16% for the 7 years covered in this report. For the 2013–2014 testing year, 0.11% did not indicate their gender. The Gender No Response subgroup had the highest mean LSAT score across the 7 testing years.

Trends Regarding Race/Ethnicity


	Caucasians comprised the largest percentage of test takers. The next two largest subgroups in terms of percentages were African American test takers and Asian/Pacific Islander test takers, respectively.
	Average LSAT scores were highest for Caucasian and Asian/Pacific Islander test takers. African American test takers and Puerto Rican test takers had the lowest mean LSAT scores.
	The percentage of test takers who did not indicate their race/ethnicity was close to 1% for the 2007–2008 through 2008–2009 testing years. The percentage greatly increased for the 2009–2010 (2.70%), and 2010–2011 (2.19%) testing years, but decreased to about 1.65% in the 2011–2012 testing year and to 1.56% in the 2012–2013 testing year. For 2013–2014, the percentage increased again to 3.35%, the highest number for all years covered in this report. The percentage of test takers not indicating their race/ethnicity (i.e., the Racial/Ethnic No Response subgroup) had the highest mean LSAT score for all testing years covered in this report.

Trends Regarding Gender and Race/Ethnicity


	Among the Caucasian subgroup, there were more male test takers than female test takers, whereas there were more female test takers than male test takers for the African American and Asian/Pacific Islander subgroups.
	The number of test takers who indicated neither their gender nor their race/ethnicity was highest in the 2009–2010 and 2010–2011 testing years.

Request the Full Report


To request the full report, please email Linda Reustle at lreustle@LSAC.org.

      



  
    
  


    
          

    

  
  

                                

                            
                                            
                                    

            

        
    


                        
                
                    
        
        
            
  
  
  
      


            
    
        

                                	
                                        JD Applicants
                                                                            	
                                        Discover Law
                                    
	
                                        Application Checklist
                                    
	
                                        Paying for Law School
                                    
	
                                        Applicants with Disabilities
                                    
	
                                        JD Applicant Events
                                    
	
                                        JD Applicant Login
                                    


    
                                    
	
                                        LLM & Other Law Program Applicants
                                                                            	
                                        Choosing an LLM or Other Law Program
                                    
	
                                        Application Process for LLM & Other Law Programs
                                    
	
                                        LLM & Other Law Program Events
                                    
	
                                        LLM or Other Law Programs Login
                                    


    
                                    
	
                                        Member Law Schools
                                                                            	
                                        Law School Forums
                                    
	
                                        LSAC Grants Program
                                    
	
                                        Data & Research
                                    
	
                                        Law School Support
                                    
	
                                        Law School Staff Login
                                    


    
                                    
	
                                        Prelaw Advisors
                                                                            	
                                        Data & Research
                                    
	
                                        Prelaw Advisor Login
                                    


    
                                    
	
                                        Registrars
                                                                            	
                                        Registrar Login
                                    


    
                                    


    



  

      
  
  
            

              [image: LSAC logo]


Law School Admission Council


662 Penn Street

Newtown PA 18940

USA


215.968.1001


Contact & Support


Privacy Policy


Cookie Policy


Website Accessibility


 


Facebook
Twitter
Instagram


      


    
          

    

  
  

        

    

    
        
            
  
      
  
  
      
      
  
  
            

              All contents © 2019 Law School Admission Council, Inc. All rights reserved.


      


    
          

    

  
      
  

        

    



                

            
            



  


    
    




  